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Crimes of violence show a steady decline in the county and Abingdon,
interrupted by a slight rise in 1926, but in the city in 1936 the number
of persons proceeded against is higher and the number of convictions
more than trebled as compared with a decade earlier, although the
figures in both cases are less than those of 1906. 'Other crimes
against property' in the city and Abingdon rise in 193 6 after a fall in
the preceding years, while in the county they fluctuate in the decen-
nial periods. The final result is that the total figures for Abingdon
and the county show little change since 1916, while in Oxford City
(where in 1926 only half as many people were proceeded against and
only one-third as many convicted as in 1916) the figures in 1936 show
a smart rise, with convictions secured against all but three of the
persons proceeded against.
The number of minor non-indictable offences has been markedly
increased by the operation of the Road Traffic Acts, which will be
dealt with separately.1 Otherwise the total of offences listed under
this head would have shown a decrease; in particular there has been
a large decrease in vagrancy offences except as regards begging in
the city, which may only reflect an increase in police activity.
Drunkenness also has greatly decreased throughout the Area in spite
of the increase in population, and in the city half the persons charged
with this offence in 1936 were vagrants. The disappearance of cases
of prostitution is, however, without doubt due less to the decline
in drunkenness than to the increased use of motor-cars.
The figures for motoring offences2 have been considerably affected
by changes in the law. The speed limit was abolished for private
vehicles by the Road Traffic Act, 1930, so that the number of cases
of exceeding the speed limit in 1931 refers only to public sendee and
goods vehicles. In the city the limit for private vehicles was reintro-
duced by the Oxford Roads Restriction Order of 193 3 and confirmed
by the Road Traffic Act, 1934 (operative March 1935), which extended
the limit of 30 m.p.h. to built-up areas throughout the country.
Thus the figures for 1936 refer to more classes of vehicles than those
in 1931. In the county, offences against the speed limit rose between
1931 and 1936 from 5 to 92, and in the city such offences increased
from 45 to 124; in Abingdon, however, they fell from 32 to 2. In
the county and Abingdon the number of cases of careless driving
and of reckless or dangerous driving remained almost unchanged—
as any regular traveller on the roads will testify—while in the city
cases of dangerous driving diminished substantially, although cases
1 In the county figures, Table A 6, offences against the Road Traffic Acts have been
classified under 'other offences'.	Tables D 1-3 in Appendix VHI.

